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S OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DECEMBER 8, 1934 


sting of the Board of Directors of the Sierra Club was held at the club room, 1050 Mills 
San Francisco, California, Saturday, December 8, 1934, at 10 A. M. Present: Directors Adair, 
Bedé, Clark, Colby, Dawson, Farquhar, LeConte, McDuffie, Parsons. Absent: Directors Ber- 
bber, Price, Tappaan, Yost. Samuel Merrill, F. C. Youngberg, Frank H. Lewis, chairmen of 
m California, San Francisco Bay, and Loma Prieta chapters, respectively, were also present. 
Leonard, chairman of the Mountain Records Committee, and Bestor Robinson, chairman 
Winter Sports Committee, in charge of the construction of the Clair Tappaan Lodge, attended 
in order to report to the directors the progress of the work of their committees. President 

ar called the meeting to order. The minutes of the last meeting of the board, held May 5, 1934, 
ed as published in the April-May, 1934, Sierra Club Bulletin. Letters were read from 


: tm Bernays, Huber, Price, Tappaan and Yost, expressing their regret at being unable to attend 


ting, and they were excused. Doris P. Rowlands, chairman of the Riverside Chapter, had also 
‘fegretting that she would not be able to come to San Francisco for the meeting. 
Farquhar reported on the’ work of the Editorial Committee and progress of the 1935 annual 
pnumber of the Sierra Club Bulletin, stating that practically all the material has been received, 
articles are well diversified and interesting, that he hoped to have the number in the mail by 
id of February. 
Colby, chairman of the Outing Committee, presented a report on the finances of the 1934 
Club Outing. He stated that this was the first time in three years that expenses had not exceeded 
fees. A part of the small excess was used in repairing the roof of the Parsons Memorial 
fin Tuolumne Meadows. Further report was made regarding this repair work after reading 
garer Huber’s report. The report of the Outing Committee was approved and appreciation of 
done by the committee was expressed. 
written report of Treasurer Huber was thereupon read. It stated that the expenditures of the 
the year 1934 were within the approved budget; that approximately the same budget would 
Wuired for the year 1935; and recommended that the budget be approved by the Executive Com- 
and submitted to the Directors after the first of the year. The loan of $500 to the Clair Tappaan 
tFund w:; reported, and also the transfer of $450 from the General Fund to the Memorial Lodge 
: “required by the disbursement from the lodge account made in payment of the bill for placing a 
fete floor in the Parsons Lodge. The salaries of the custodians of Shasta Alpine Lodge and LeConte 
Lodge and the bill for packtrain service to Shasta Lodge were also paid from this fund. Mr. 
gave some further information regarding the transfer of funds to the lodge account, stating 
August an opportunity arose to have @ concrete floor placed in the lodge by contractors then 
for the National Park Service in the Tuolumne Meadows, and that the Executive Committee 
ized this work to be done. A motion was passed approving the action of the Executive Com- 
Mrs. Parsons expressed her special appreciation for these improvements. Approval was also 
@ to the treasurer's report. 
» Merrill, Mr. Youngberg, and Mr. Lewis reported briefly on the activities of the three chap- 
hich they represented. Mr. Merrill mentioned particularly the activities of the Junior Section 
Southern California Chapter, and the recent formation of a Rock Climbing Section in southern 
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California. A written report from Doris P. Rowlands, chairman of the Riverside Chapter, was read 
At the May meeting of the Board of Directors the question of Riverside Chapter territory was referred 
to the executive committees of the Southern California and Riverside chapters, for report at this meet. 
ing. The report of both chapters indicated that they had agreed to consider the territory covered by 
Riverside, San Bernardino, and Imperial counties as belonging to the Riverside Chapter. A Motion was 
thereupon passed that the boundaries of the Riverside Chapter conform to this agreement of the typ 
chapters concerned. 

Mr. Leonard gave a thorough report on the work of the Mountain Records Committee and jx 
progress in gathering together material for a climber'’s guide to the Sierra, which it is hoped can bk 
published by the Sierra Club in a year or so. He stated that there are over 900 distinct peaks in th 
Sierra, regarding some of which the committee has complete data, and as to many others none. He 
also reported on the desirability of maintaining registers on certain peaks in the Sierra, in some ip. 
stances replacing those in poor condition and in others adding new peaks to the list. A number of the 
directors joined in a general discussion of this subject and it was the consensus of opinion that Siem 
Club registers in good condition should be maintained on those peaks especially on which Mr. LeConte 
and others placed registers during the early exploration days. A motion was passed that the 1935 
budget include an item of $75 to provide book-type registers to be placed on Alta Peak, Mount Lang. 
ley, Muir Pass, Mount Dana, Mount Conness, Mount Tallac and others recommended by the Com. 
mittee. 

Mr. Robinson, chairman of the Winter Sports Committee, presented a complete statement of 
money received by the Clair Tappaan Lodge Fund and disbursements made in the construction of the 
lodge, requesting that it be audited. He stated that the lodge is practically complete, except for putting 
finishing shakes on the roof and sides (which can be taken care of next year) and that it is ready for 
use. He mentioned the establishment of tests for skiers, which among other things are essential in de 
termining the abilities of those desiring to make cross-country trips and winter mountaineering trips 
In this connection he mentioned the desirability of constructing ski huts, an easy day's trip apart, for 
use by small parties making such trips. Following Mr. Robinson’s report, the Directors took the follow. 
ing action: Ordered that the Clair Tappaan Lodge Fund account be audited; Authorized the Winter 
Sports Committee to construct huts, an easy day’s trip apart, at no financial obligation, however, to the 
Sierra Club; Vested the operation of the Clair Tappaan Lodge in a committee to be appointed by the 
President of the Sierra Club, five members thereof to be from the members of the Club interested in skiing 
and winter mountaineering, four members to be selected upon recommendation of the San Franciso 
Bay Chapter Executive Committee, and one member upon recommendation of the Loma Prieta Chapter 
Executive Committee, with the chairman of the Sierra Club Lodge Committee ex officio a member; 
Contributed outright to the Clair Tappaan Lodge Fund the sum of $500 previously loaned to the fund. 
In this connection various members of the Board expressed their gratification for the praiseworthy spitit 
in which Mr. Robinson, his committee, and many members of the Club, have carried through the oa- 
struction of this splendid lodge through contributions of their time and money; that as a result the 
lodge is a fine memorial to Judge Clair S. Tappaan. Appreciation was also expressed for the inter 
est in skiing and winter mountaineering being fostered by the committee, with the realization that 
these activities are becoming vital factors in the life of the Sierra Club. 

A written report submitted by Oliver Kehrlein, chairman of the Glacier Study Committee, was 
read and accepted with an expression of appreciation for the work of the committee. 

A motion was passed that the Sierra Club join the Western Federation of Outdoor Clubs, an inw:- 
tation to do so having been received from F. W. Mathias, President of the Federation. 

Mr. Colby brought up the matter of sanitary arrangements necessary at the Club’s Soda Springs 
property in Tuolumne Meadows now that the water from Hetch Hetchy is being brought into Sa 
Francisco. All camping in the Meadows has been moved to the south side of the river and only Siem 
Club members will be allowed to camp north of the river on the Sierra Club property, and it will b 
necessary to camp well back from the river. This matter was referred to the Executive Committee for 
action and report at the May meeting. 

A letter from Dr. Kaspar Pischel regarding needed improvements of trails on Mount St. Helem 
was referred to the San Francisco Bay Chapter with the favorable recommendation of the board. 

The President was authorized to appoint a representative of the Club to confer with the newly 
authorized trustees of the East Bay Park Project. In this connection Mr. Youngberg was commended 
for the aid given by the San Francisco Bay Chapter to this matter. 

The following were appointed to act as the nominating committee to select names to be placd 
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ma the ballot at the coming election of directors of the Sierra Club: E. A. Mayers (chairman), Philip 
§ Carlton, Dorothy H. Huggins, Robert L. Lipman, Lila McKinne; alternates, Richard M. Leonard, 
Curlotte Weatherill. 

The following were appointed judges of election to act in the counting of the ballots at the next 
regular election of directors: Helene Morgan (chairman), Ada S. Chaplin, Violet Fast, Mary M. Her- 
man, Ida E. Logan, Alice L. Meussdorffer, James A. Morgan, Violet Neuenburg, Catherine S. Tubby. 

It was voted that the Sierra Club be one of the sponsors of the Yosemite Wildflower Association 

1935. 

. Report was made of the adoption of the name “Pacific Crest Trail” by Mr. Clinton C. Clarke 
aod others interested, to designate the trail being developed to extend from Canada to Mexico. The 
Board expressed its approval of this project and the Executive Committee was authorized to work out 
with Mr. Clarke the matter of holding a limited conference in the spring with a view to codrdinating 
ll matters connected with the trail, looking to a presentation of the whole subject to the Western 
Federation of Outdoor Clubs at its conference in September, 1935, for its codperation and support. 

The matter of the annual John Muir Pilgrimage sponsored in 1933 and 1934 by the San Fran- 
cio Bay Chapter of the Sierra Club was brought up for discussion and it was the opinion of the board 
that it might create greater interest among the members of the Club if the Pilgrimage should be spon- 
sored by the Club and listed in the Chapter schedule once every two or three years instead of annually. 

The following resolution, presented at the request of a group of Sierra Club members, was 
adopted: 
vhesens, John Rogers and William Lewis Manly occupy a notably important place in the pioneer 

history of Death Valley, California, having by their heroic and unselfish efforts extricated and saved 
from death a considerable number of persons known as the “Death Valley Party” of 1849-50; and 
whereas the Death Valley National Monument contains only an obscure peak bearing the name of 
Rogers and nothing bearing the name of Manly; and whereas the increasing number of visitors to 
Death Valley makes it of growing importance to name the outstanding points of natural interest in a 
way that will perpetuate its significant history and the names of its pioneers, therefore be it resolved 
by the Sierra Club: 

1. That the State and National geographic boards be petitioned to rename the peaks on the 
Ballarat Quadrangle now known as “Baldy” (9500 feet) and “Sentinel” (9480 feet) “Manly” and 
“Rogers,” respectively. 

2. That this selection of peaks is justified because (a) they are distinctive from both east and 
west; (b) they are “companion” peaks, being approximately of the same height; (c) they flank 
Telescope, the main peak of the entire vicinity and are therefore easily located; (d) one of them, 
Manly, is fairly close to the exit route taken by the Jayhawkers, and the other, Rogers, is fairly close 
to the route taken by Manly and Rogers; (e) the present names “Baldy” and “‘Sentinel’’ are without 
significance and are duplicated in other mountains elsewhere in California; (f) changing their names 
will not do violence to custom or the habitual inclination of anyone; (g) there are no sentimental or 
practical advantages adherent in the present names “Baldy” and ‘‘Sentinel.” 

3. That other historical and geographical bodies interested in California nomenclature be 
invited to join in this petition. 

In response to a communication from the California State Geographic Board requesting the 
views of the Sierra Club on the name of the reservoir and dam at Hetch Hetchy, it was unanimously 
voted to recommend the names: Hetch Hetchy Reservoir and O'Shaughnessy Dam. 

Approval was given to the budget as proposed by Mr. Huber with the addition of the item voted 
by the Board, namely, for book-type mountain registers $75. 

The first copies of the Guide to the John Muir Trail and the High Sierra Region, by Walter A. 
Starr, Jr., were delivered during the meeting. The following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas, Walter A. Starr has, with devoted affection and intimate acquaintance with the region, 
edited the notes of his son, Walter A. Starr, Jr., upon the trails of the High Sierra, and whereas he 
has had these notes published for the Sierra Club as a Guide to the John Muir Trail and the High 
Sierra Region, and has prepared to accompany it the first comprehensive trail map of this region, and 
whereas this publication is not only a fitting and lasting memorial to Walter A. Starr, Jr., but will 
Prove an invaluable aid and delightful companion to all travelers in the High Sierra, now, therefore, 
be it resolved, that the Directors of the Sierra Club unanimously express to Walter A. Starr their 
deep appreciation of the honor he has done the Club in having the Guide to the John Muir Trail and 
the High Sierra Region published in its name. 
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Mr. Colby was appointed chairman of a committee to prepare an appropriate wording for 4 
plaque to be placed in the Clair Tappaan Lodge at the time of the dedication to be held December 30th 
and was also appointed the official representative of the Sierra Club at the dedication, to be assisted 
in both capacities by Mr. Merrill and Mr. Clark. 


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 
Ww. E. Coxsy, Secretary, 


LETTERS FROM DIRECTORS 


Mr. Huber, who was unable to attend the directors’ meeting, wrote the following: 

“I very much regret my inability to attend the meeting of the Board of Directors on December 
8th. So far as I can remember this is my first absence in twenty years service on the Board, therefore with 
a fairly clear conscience I ask your indulgence and that you excuse this absence. I assure you of my 
continued interest in the Club’s welfare and the great work it is doing. In my absence do not be too 
rough on the treasury which I have been in the habit of guarding from all onslaughts for some time 
past.” 

And the following letter was received from Mr. Price: 

“This is the first occasion that I can remember that I am not attending the meeting of the Board 
of Directors and the Annual Banquet, and it is with deep regret that I cannot be with you tomornoy, 
I wish you would express my regards to the other members of the Board and also my best wishes to 
the members at the Banquet. 

“The stimulation of interest in the mountains of the West and in the beauties and charms of 
an out-of-door life is an accomplishment that has fully justified the existence of the Sierra Club. 

“Many years ago I received a letter from John Muir regretting his inability to give an addres 
at a meeting in my home town and I quote a part of the letter: ‘The work now on my hands will keep 
me at my desk for years. I'm no lecturer anyhow. I oftentimes wish I was, so many good people beg 
me to try. Tell all the meeting to go with you to the mountains. Those of the Sierra are the most elo- 
quent lecturers I ever heard. With best wishes and regrets, faithfully yours, John Muir.’ 

“Urge our members to get into the mountains as frequently as possible and obtain an inspiration 
that cannot be found elsewhere.” 


STATEMENT FOR THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 


Recent official action which we believe endangers the State Park System prompts this state 
ment to the people of California, particularly in view of the fact that the act creating the State Pak 
Commission provides that it “shall administer, protect, and develop the State Park System for the ue 
and enjoyment of the public.” The California State Park System was created by legislative act in 1927. 
Its creation was largely due to the magnificent work of the women’s clubs of California, Save-the 
Redwoods League, and other non-political organizations of similar character. The same organizations 
actively supported the State Park Bond Act providing for the expenditure of six million dollars by 
the state, if this amount were matched by equal values from other sources. 

From the very beginning politics played but little part in the selection of the State Park Com 
mission authorized by the act. In making these appointments, the Governor was guided by the wishes 
of the organizations which sponsored the movement, and the commissioners were selected because of 
their long-standing interest in park work. The Commission nominated Colonel Charles B. Wing, 
formerly of Stanford University, as Director, and selected a secretary and other employees in the State 
Park organization solely upon the merits of the individuals to fill their respective jobs. 

When Governor Rolph succeeded Governor Young, he appreciated the non-political circum 
stances and sponsors of the whole State Park movement, and did not disturb the State Park Service, 9 
that for seven years since the organization of the State Park Commission in December, 1927, Colonel 
Wing has been Director and Mrs. Gregory has been Secretary of the Commission. Both of them have 
worked loyally and could not have given more whole-heartedly to the park movement. They are #& 
efficient and loyal executives as it has ever been our privilege to know. The State Park Service owes 
much of whatever it has accomplished to their whole-souled codperation. The same is true of their 
assistants down the line. Each has been selected on the basis of merit alone. 
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— Schedule, M. I. Wheeler; membership, Mary A. Fritz; Junior Section, Richard M. 
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Whatever information was available from the representatives of Governor Merriam’s administra- 
sion was to the effect that the park work had been conducted so efficiently upon the basis of merit alone 
throughout Governor Young's and Governor Rolph’s administrations, that there would be no disturb- 
wee in the personnel. 

On short notice, word was received through Mr. George Nordenholt, Director of Natural Re- 
gurces, in whose department the State Park Service operates, and who is directly responsible to the 
Governor, that the Governor wished the Commission to hold a meeting in Sacramento on December 
10th. The Commission met in Sacramento as requested, and was advised that the administration had 
glected a successor for the Chief of the Division of Parks, and that the administration desired Mr. 
James Snook to be appointed Chief. It was urged by Mr. Nordenholt that because of the Chief's age 
snd his recent illness, he felt it was for the best interests of the service that a younger man take his 


The Commission stated it would place these facts before the Chief, and, in the event he decided 
to resign, the Commission would accept Mr. Nordenholt’s suggestion that Mr. James Snook be given 
the position. Before the Commission took this action, it had received the assurance of Mr. Norden- 
holt that there would be no immediate change in the personnel of the State Park employees, and also 
the further assurance that Mr. Snook was a competent man for the position and would give satisfaction. 

Upon returning from this meeting, the State Park Commission to its amazement, found that 
despite assurances to the contrary, still other State Park employees, including the important position 
of Secretary to the Commission, had been slated for replacement, and had actually been replaced by 
persons who, for the most part, as far as any State Park sympathies or previous park activities are 
concerned, are unqualified to hold the positions to which they have been appointed by the Director 
of Natural Resources. The employees displaced were originally encouraged by the State Park Com- 
mission to take these positions on the assurance that they were non-political and that their tenure would 
not be disturbed as long as they gave meritorious service. 

This action is to ignore the wishes of the million voters who voted favorably for the passage 
of the State Park bonds. It also ignores the wishes of the donors of money and lands amounting to 
several million dollars in total, which was given to the state through the State Park Commission to 
match the state bonds, largely because of the confidence of the donors in the assurance that these 
priceless properties, which had been donated to the state by them, would be conserved and administered 
in the interests of the public by employees who were selected as custodians upon merit and sympathy 
with park work. 

It is also to ignore the close codperation between the Federal government and the State Park 
Administration through the Civilian Conservation Camps, whereby more than a million dollars in 
Federal funds has been spent in the state parks within the year because of the complete confidence of 
Federal authorities in the State Park representatives. 


Dated December 20, 1934. 
Wm. E. Coisy, Chairman 


Mrs. EDMUND BROWN 
JosEPH R. KNOWLAND 
Members of the California State Park Commission. 


Members of the Sierra Club can perform a good service by advising their 
State senators and assemblymen to look out for the interests of the State parks 
at the coming session of the legislature which is about to convene.—T he Editor. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER ORGANIZATION 


At the annual election for members of the Executive Committee of the Southern California Chap- 
ter held in November, the following were elected for a term of one year: Mary A. Fritz, Pauline P. 
Hubbard, Richard M. Jones, Samuel Merrill, William J. Murray, Robert J. Schonborn, W. A. Van 
Degrift, M. 1. Wheeler, R. Clifford Youngquist. The following officers were elected at the organ- 
wation meeting of the committee: Chairman, Samuel Merrill; vice-chairman, William J. Murray; 
Secretary, Pauline P. Hubbard; treasurer, Robert J. Schonborn. The following committee chairmen 












SAN FRANCISCO BAY CHAPTER ORGANIZATIOI 


At the annual election of the San Francisco Bay Chapter held November 10th, the fol 
elected members of the Executive Committee of the Chapter for the ensuing year: Maren / 
jory Bridge, Marjory Dickieson, Harry Hartman, Richard G. Johnson, Louis N. Rice, O 
man, Loren B. Taber, F. C. Youngberg. At the organization meeting of the committee, 
ber 19th, the following officers were elected: Chairman, F. C. Youngberg; vice-chairman, 
secretary, Loren B. Taber; treasurer, Opal V. Sharman. The following have been appoinl 
men of standing committees: Educational, Louis N. Rice; entertainment, Elsie B. Goo 
walks, Richard G. Johnson; rock climbing, Richard M. Leonard; membership, Maren Aune, ; 


SIERRA CLUB FOLKLORE 


The Folklore Committee is steadily at work and quite a representative collection has been) 
of Sierraclubiana in frolic mood. Part of this is now available at the Club rooms for your 
will be added to gradually. Read, enjoy, and, as good mental hygienists, express your ef 
action, by at once searching your archives and sending us additions to the collection. 
also are earnestly requested. A commissary photograph, taken on the first outing, has been 5 
and soon will be on view. 

A veritable trophy is an illustrated series of Judge Tappaan’s natural history stories, as ti 
told in 1915. As these stories varied from year to year, it would be interesting to have other! 
Please send them in as you remember them. a 

The prizeless contest for a cover design is still open, but will be definitely closed in two 
put your idea on paper and send it in. Designs should be 9x1114, planned as an erect p 
(not album-shaped) and may be in two colors. The design should be suitable for leathal 
to any member of the committee or to the Club rooms. a 

IRMA WEILL, 


PHOTOGRAPH CONTEST 


The Editorial Board of the Sierra Club Bulletin offers the following prizes for phe 
the Clair Tappaan Lodge or the skiing region in its vicinity: For the picture selected by the] 
most suitable for illustration in the Sierra Club Bulletin a copy of Starr's Guide to the Jou 
Trail and a copy of Leconte’s Ramblings Through the High Sierra. Second prize, a copy of U 
Ramblings Through the High Sierra. Photographs are to be submitted before February 1st, O@ 
paper, contact prints. F 


DEDICATION OF THE CLAIR TAPPAAN LODGE? 


The dedication of the Clair Tappaan Lodge will be held at the lodge near Norden station § 
evening, December 30th. Mr. Colby will speak. It is hoped that as many members as possible 
able to come to the dedication, though reservations at the lodge itself are practically filled. 


An Adirondack Friendship. Letters of William James. 


Scenery seems to wear in one’s consciousness better than any other element in life. In this 
much solemn and idle meditation, I have often been surprised to find what a predominant p 
own spiritual experience it has played, and how it stands out as almost the only thing the m 
which I should like to carry over with me beyond the veil, unamended and unaltered. From tt 
of everything else, almost, surgit amari aliquid; but from the days in the open air, never aay 


hiff, save that they are gone forever. 
_ ‘ re The Atlantic Monthly, f 
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